
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

SHORT FILM (FICTION) 27.30 min, HDCam, Germany 2010 

CAST: ODINE JOHNE, CHRISTIAN BLÜMEL, THORSTEN MERTEN  

WRITER AND DIRECTOR: LOTHAR HERZOG 

CINEMATOGRAPHER: PHILIPP BABEN DER ERDE  

PRODUCTION: SOPHIE-LUISE WERNER, DENNIS THIELE, LISA CORDES 

A GERMAN FILM- AND TELEVISION ACADEMY PRODUCTION 
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Lena can’t find stability in her life. Her relationship has become a power struggle. And Lena’s need for love can 

never be satisfied… 
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Lena can’t find stability in her life. The relationship with her boyfriend Mario has turned into a power struggle 

where sex and emotions are used as weapons. Love for her is about bargaining, transgression and rivalry. The 

way Lena sees her life reflects a feeling of loss of security – and living for the moment seems to be a sensible 

reaction. The film’s fragmentary narrative expresses the protagonist’s state of mind. The film does not have a 

classical plot, and instead follows the emotional logic of its characters. The idyllic small East German town of 

Brandenburg and its natural beauty provide a contrast with Lena’s dark inner struggle. 
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When we first meet her, Lena strikes us as fun-loving and full of life. She has a great sense of humor, she loves to 

tell little stories and laugh at things in her own unique way. Everywhere she goes, she becomes the center of 

attention. But Lena also has another, darker side. Minor events can completely spoil her mood. From one moment 

to the next, she feels betrayed and humiliated. Then she hates herself and everyone around her. She suddenly 

sees the world as a gloomy, ugly and alienating place. For Lena, a romantic relationship is a constant power 

struggle. She is wrestling for control in this game she's always destined to lose.  

Mario on the other hand likes to flirt. He gets a kick out of playing little seductive games with other girls. He 

doesn't feel ready yet for a long-term relationship. He's torn between his need for freedom and his love for Lena. 

Meanwhile Lena is highly sensitive, and even the slightest sign of ambivalence from him hurts her. Mario, trapped 

in a dilemma, is playing for time. But he also senses his indecisiveness is causing Lena's condition to get worse... 

 

The film you know the park is filled with flowers shows these two opposite characters locked in a destructive, 

symbiotic relationship. The film portrays a moment of stagnation – something common enough in life but rarely 

seen in film. These two characters struggle with each other, hurt each other and try to escape – all of which just 

binds them even closer together. In the end there is no freedom. The situation is much the same as at the 

beginning, just quieter and more desperate. In contrast to a classical, linear narrative, my intention was to create 

an almost circular structure. It is conceivable the story will take another direction after the film has finished, but 

that is left to the imagination of the viewer. The fragmentary structure of the story also emphasizes the gaps in the 

narrative and what is left to the imagination. Although the film has almost no plot and the characters hardly 

change, I wanted to create suspense – but not suspense in the classic sense. Instead I wanted to build a 

retrospective, almost analytical suspense created by gradually giving hints and suggestions about the causes of 

what we see happening on screen. 

Also locations and interiors play an important role in the film. The idyllic small East German town of Brandenburg 

and its natural beauty provide a contrast with Lena’s chaotic inner world and put her loneliness in relief. The 

vibrant sights and sounds of nature provide a balance to the town's barrenness, counteracting its hostile energy 

with an unruly vigor. 
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STILLS 
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CAST & CREW 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHRISTIAN BLÜMEL (MARIO) 
 
FILMOGRAPHY (CHOICE) 
2009 Freie Wale   Director: Josephine Frydetzki 
2007 Der Baader-Meinhof-Komplex   Director: Uli Edel 
2006 Zeit der Fische   Director: Heiko Aufdermauer 
2005 Der Lebensversicherer   Director: Bülent Akinci 
2004 Donauleichen   Director: Peter Kern 
2003 Die ersten Tage des Frühlings   Director: André Grzeszyk 
2001 Führer Ex   Director: Winfried Bonengel 

 

ODINE JOHNE (LENA) 
 
FILMOGRAPHY (CHOICE) 
2008 Brüderchen & Schwesterchen   Director: Wolfgang Eißler 
2008 Polizeiruf 110 Der Tod und das Mädchen   Director: Karola Hatto 
2007 Die Welle   Director: Dennis Gansel 
2007 Unverwundbar   Director: Felice Götze 
2006 Wilde Vögel fliegen   Director: Eva Lechner 
 

THORSTEN MERTEN (ARMIN) 
 
FILMOGRAPHY (CHOICE) 
2010 Halt auf freier Strecke   Director: Andreas Dresen 
2008 Schwerkraft   Director: Max Erlenwein 
2007 Novemberkind   Director: Christian Schwochow 
2005 Elementarteilchen   Director: Oskar Roehler 
2001 Halbe Treppe   Director: Andreas Dresen 
1992 Stilles Land   Director: Andreas Dresen 

 

WRITER AND DIRECTOR: LOTHAR HERZOG 
 
Lothar Herzog, born in Freiburg im Breisgau, Germany, grew up in Paris. He studied 
,applied cultural studies' in Hildesheim and San Francisco. Since 2005 he is 
studying directing at the German Film & Television Academy (dffb) in Berlin. His last 
shortfilm ‚Bonzenkarren’ (Yuppie Cars) was presented in Cannes 2008 at the Next 
Generation screening, was shown on numerous international film festivals and got 
funding by the FFA. Filmography (choice): Bonzenkarren (2008), Wasserspiegel 
(2008), Dahab Wa Iyaab (2006). 
www.lothar-herzog-film.de - herzog.lothar@web.de - +49-177-3285566 
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CINEMATOGRAPHER: PHILIPP BABEN DER ERDE 
 
Philipp Baben der Erde was born 1981 in Wismar (GDR), living now in Berlin and Paris, 
began his career in 1999 as an advertising, fashion and design photographer. He worked 
for the movie studios Babelsberg as a cinematographer. Since 2005 he had numerous 
exhibitions in Berlin and Paris, London, New York. Since 2005 he is studying at the 
German film- & Television Academy Berlin (DFFB). Filmography (choice): Tifrit (2009), 
Soon (2009), 2008 Bonzenkarren (2008), Stühle im Schnee (2008), Augenblicke (2006), 
Franziska Spiegel (2006), Image ist Alles (2005). 
www.baben-photography.com -  phil.dop@gmail.com - +49-178-8275660 

 

EDITOR: STEFANIE KOSIK 
 
Born 1983 in Berlin, 2002 – 2005 studied image and sound for film and tv, worked for 
GEPO TV and Filmproduktion, 2005 – 2008. since 2008 she is studying editing at the 
‘Hochschule für Film und Fernsehen Konrad Wolf’, Potsdam – Babelsberg. Filmography 
(choice): Opfer (2010), Die Revolution sind wir nicht (2010), Königskinder (2009), Sagen 
wir ich (2009), Nora (2008), Sagen wir, normal ist anders (2007), Stühle im Schnee 
(2006), Image ist alles (2005). 
stefaniekosik@web.de - +49-173-6830232  

 

PRODUCTION: DENNIS THIELE 
 
Born 1985 in Berlin. Worked in filmproductions and in agencies.2006 editor of a 
television format. Line producer for shortfilms and commercials.His shortfilm 
production „Gestern in Eden“ was presented at the Cannes Filmfestival in 2008 in the 
Cinefondation. At the moment Dennis Thiele is studying MBA and is working for the 
lawyer Volker Otte who is specialised in film financing. 
dennis@production-pool.net - +49-157-71446131 
 
 

PRODUCTION: SOPHIE-LUISE WERNER 
 
Born 1984 in Dresden. 2005-2009 Film Studies at the FU Berlin and the FAMU in 
Prague. Since 2008 she is working for the interfilm Berlin Short Film Distribution 
especially in license acquisitions and is member of the selection committee of the 
German Competition for the International Short Film Festival Berlin. Since 2009 she is 
working freelance in the fields of Production Management and Line Producing. 
Filmography (choice): This Side of Nowhere (2011), Sunny and Roswitha (2010). 
phie.werner@googlemail.com - +49-178-2988079 

 


